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French, and having crushed him by the Nizam's co-opera-
tion, together with that of the Mahrattas, to dispose
of the remaining States separately. The method of
dealing with them was to be the maintenance at each
court of a British subsidiary force to the exclusion of the
French, and by cutting the Native States off from the
sea-coast to prevent them from having the power of
affording a landing to a French army from over the sea.

The Nizam was, therefore, the, first of the Native
States that had to be dealt with, and as soon as the new
Governor-General landed in Madras in May, 1798,
on his way to Calcutta, he commenced to carry out his
plans.

General Harris, then in charge of the Madras Govern-
ment, was ordered to commence the collection of military
stores, and to prepare a detachment of troops to.be sent
at a moment's notice to Hyderabad, and instructions
were sent to the Resident to use every persuasion with
the Nizam to disband the French troops. It had become
a struggle for existence, and the presence of a large
force entirely in French hands at the Nizam's court was
likely to be a most dangerous element in the coming
struggle. The minister, Azim-ul-Umrah, was a partisan
of the English, and backed up the Resident's represen-
tation to the Nizam. The latter for some time was
doubtful what to do ; he was on the horns of a dilemma.
On the one hand, he did not wish to throw the French
trained troops over, for he would then be entirely de-
pendent upon the English for support, but, on the other
hand, he was afraid that, deprived of British support, he
might be attacked by the Mahrattas, who were the
enemies from whom he had most to fear, and could
easily find ground for hostilities on account of their
still unsettled claims, which amounted to about six